
 

 

Mencken Essay Example 3  

Imagine a world where everyone was safe no matter the race or where a person lived. 

Sounds perfect, doesn’t it? Imagine the same world except now the only reason for that safety is 

due to someone dictating every aspect of their lives, and the idea of free will has long since 

disappeared from the minds of the people. Everyone who is free today either fought, or their 

fathers fought to obtain that freedom. Although many people would disagree and say that they’d 

relinquish their freedom to know that they are safe, but that is only undermining everything their 

forefathers fought and died for. 

 One example from history is America’s founding fathers securing independence from 

Britain in the Revolutionary War. In those days, Britain protected the American colonies as well 

as its other colonies from an array of hardships and most importantly, Indian attacks and raids on 

major cities. When in 1776 the last signature was placed on the declaration of Independence 

drafted by Thomas Jefferson, the colonies and by doing so “cut the cord” with Britain as well as 

their safe to have their freedom. No everyone rallied behind this cause: the nay-sayers, who 

wanted to be safe at the price of their freedom. Patrick Henry’s words: “Give me liberty or give 

me death” became a common slogan during the war. 

 Another example from history in which groups of average men surrendered their safety 

for their freedom is the African slaves in the antebellum South. Life wasn’t pleasant for the 

southern slaves, but at least they were safer than when they were back in Africa, where constant 

wars shredded the land o pieces. In 1863, after a “victory” for northern Union soldiers at 

Antietam, President Abraham Lincoln issued his crown jewel, the Emancipation Proclamation, 

freeing all slaves in the South, (not including border states). With this new freedom, the slaves of 

the South were able to flee to the North with the promise that if they were caught, they’d either 



 

 

die or be put back into slavery. Many slaves still risked their safety to achieve their freedom in 

the North. 

 One example that refutes, or counters, this argument, comes from personal experience. 

My father committed a great many felonies and angered a great many people along the way. 

Among those who were scorned, many tried to kill him. One day he decided to stop running and 

entered protective custody and later went to jail. He was willing to give up his freedom to be 

safe. But was a life with no freedom to do anything really worth it? Living safely, to a degree, 

but having someone lord over you in order to have that—that’s just immoral. 

 In conclusion, many people have battled to gain their freedom, even at the risk of their 

own safety. To live without freedom and free will and instead of someone govern over you with 

the promise of safety is unbearable. Social critic H.L. Mencher said, “The average man does not 

want to be free. He simply wants to be safe.” He couldn’t have been further from the truth. 

 


